
February 2. 1971 

Dr. Carl 0. ?!uehlhause 
U.S. Dzpartmsnt of Corwrce 
Watisnrl Bureau of Stmderds 
Washfngtoa D.C. 20234 

Duar Dr. lduahlhatrss 

‘Ihank you for pow letter of Jaawny ZSth, I would indeed be 
lnterestcd in ~u)re details rbapt the vrlra distribatioa studies 
mentioned in yeur letter and is partiwlsr the vork by Profarsor Lave 
on 8utouotive safety, My interest in the latter datts b*ck to 1955 
when I joined 8 group in the st8ts of Visesasfr~ to iqrlemnt obligatory 
seat be1 ts (this was after a graduate student who, X had predicted 
would bsve a brilliant c8reer. raa psrtially drcerebr8ted in an 8ccident 
ia which sever81 other occupants of the ea wexe left an8eratcbed), 

I vould CODCU~ ia tlse import-e in developi- vrltrs diotributions 
but sot without sou crepitatioim about poteatial errora 8od 8buues. 
These adverse porslbiltt2ee are dmxd by mst systm studier that 
depend on necesrajrly aversiaplified smdels of the re81 world, and X 
am sure I need not dwell tqwn them. Let SW stress, however, tbrt the 
present *ket* for rafsty is very f8r from ritioml 88 already 
illewtr8ted by the dirperrioa of lffe vahes msatioaad ia your letter. 
The wia purpose of #oh value dirtributioa studies should be to 
pislt out gluiq imom8istrgties ia our 8pproacbas to policy. For 
this purpose relative evalirations 8re rlmmot 81 oseftil aa 8bsolutc 
omsj the latter are ipi wave dmqer of befog l btissd, i.e., whoa 
eor~clo~ions drawn froa rafety 8aalysis are mc~lti~afly assimileted 
into other rspects of eoezwmic policy. 

OB the other ha& ) we waste much energy in soci81 divfricm and 
rqumndrr uay rewurces l+y failing to reeognise t&are cost-effectiveaess 
lies ia our purwit of safety, (M, of course, one asmt 88~ such of 
the 8~ for h&l th and fur umy other valuer,) 

So, I uould be very mch %a frvax of extedimg social research 
aluag these limes, but I would rlro e@88itr these cwtioms. When 
conmusrs u.rs more often than g8t quits uzmble to uke rrtiorrrl 
eboieer we should not plse their behavior u a jastific8tioo for the 
existi- price systsr. (You will recognize ia this remsrk the &read 
of w eritisir+ of Qawacy Staar’s efforts. I would, in fact, be retch 
interested if yea &mm of tbe ether critic81 rtudies of his umk. 

Sincerely youro, 

Sashrra Ldsrberg 
?roferror of Genetics 

over 



Dr. Ccrl 0, Swhlhwre -20 Z/2/7 1 

?‘.S. Somwlmre in this rtudy we Irave to faclrrde a plats for the 
p8rdoriarl valw l ffirmtively placed 011 rirk - pm might say 
the dertb InrtiBct that many ample szhibit! 1 do not thiak 

ame rbmld a(raerrmily rqnata tbe value of the tbrill frwctioa with 
8 aegativcc vah8t%sa oa hum&a lifs l lthwgh tbis wmld be a bgiaa'l 
censeqwnce af a simpls rarly8is. 

JL/rr 


